Most educational research haslittle
impact on practitioners and yields
few discernable benefits.

——SITE 2004
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The Failure of Educational Research
« Vast resources going into education research
are wasted.
They [educational researchers] employ weak
research methods, write turgid prose, and
issue contradictory findings.

You'll find The Impact of Educational Research in Fiction.
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¢ Qualitative research.... [yieldg] ... little
that can be generalized beyond the
classroomsin which it is conducted.

The Failure of educational Research

« Too much useless work is done under the
banner of qualitative research.




Educational technology researchers are not deing much
better than other educational researchers.
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Interpretative Structural Modeling Method
S—P

McGrath’s Taxonomy: of Research M ethods

Galliers, R. D. (1991). Choosing Appropriate Information Systems Research Approaches: A Revised
Taxonomy. Information Systems Research: Contemporary Approaches and Emergent Traditions.
Nissen, H. E., Klein H. K., & Hirschheim, R. Elsevier Science Publisher. North Holland. pp. 327-345.

Jarvinen P.: On research methods, Opinpajan Kirja, Tampere, 2001
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Case Studies and Action Research
(Vreede, 1995)

Case Study

Action Research

Researcher is observer

Researcher is active
participant

Exploratory, explanatory or
descriptive

Prescriptive, intervening

Focus on “How?” and “Why?’

Additional focus on “How to”

May be positivist or
interpretivist

Usudlly interpretivist

From !!rd-phd-ch3.pdf




